
Caroline Knight FSA  

Caroline has lectured to The Arts Society for several years 
on British architectural history from the 16th to the 18th 
Centuries.  She is interested in domestic interiors, in social 
history and the history of  travel. With an MA from the 
Courtauld Institute of  Art and a Fellow of  the Society of  
Antiquaries, she is also on the Executive Committee of  the 
Georgian Group and a member of  the Society of  Architectural 
Historians and the Furniture History Society.  She set up the 
year course at the V&A Albert Museum on The Visual Arts 
in Europe, was its director until 2013 and is an independent 
lecturer there. She has taught MA courses in New York 
and summer schools at University College London and the 
Courtauld Institute of  Art, and lectured in the USA.

Lecture 1: The Scottish Country House: Castles & Classicism 

The medieval Scottish country house was a fortified tower. 
In the 16th century these developed into more decorative 
buildings with corner turrets and elaborate dormer windows. 
Through the late 17th and 18th centuries classical buildings 
dominated, before a return to a more Scottish style: 
Abbotsford, Sir Walter Scott’s famous 1820s house, celebrates 
this. The Scottish Baronial style was taken up enthusiastically 
by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert at Balmoral. By the 
late 19th century Sir Robert Lorimer was building country 
houses in Arts and Crafts style: the swansong of  country house 
building before the First World War. 

Lecture 2: Dumfries House: Saved for the Nation 

Built 1754-9 in Ayrshire by the 5th Earl of  Dumfries, the 
architects were the young John and Robert Adam. Remarkably, 
its original furniture survives almost intact, much by Thomas 
Chippendale and other leading Edinburgh furniture makers. In 
2007 the contents were to be sold at Christie’s. A last minute 
rescue package was put together and the house and contents 
were saved, largely by the intervention of  the Prince of  Wales.

Lecture 3: Robert Adam in Scotland 

Robert Adam’s father was William Adam, the leading architect 
and building contractor in Scotland in the first part of  the 18th 
century. He travelled to Rome setting up a London office on his 
return. However, he always kept strong Scottish connections 
and much of  his work even in London was for Scottish clients. 
He developed an elegant neo-classical style, but was always 
fascinated by the vernacular Scottish buildings he grew up 
with. Increasingly in his late work used elements of  the castle 
style in his Scottish country houses.  

Programme 
To be held by Zoom online, the programme is:

10.45 – 11.45 The Scottish Country House

12.00 – 1.00 Dumfries House

1.00 – 2.00  Break for lunch

2.00 – 3.15 ’ish Robert Adam in Scotland

Cost: £20.00 per person

To reserve a place, we would really appreciate if  payments are 
made online. Please use your surname plus ‘SID.0521’ as the 
payment reference. Bank details - Account no: 38034441. Sort 
code: 52-30-42. In addition, please email us the following: 
Your name, the number of  people you are booking for, your 
daytime tel number, and the total amount you have paid 
online. Email this to: exmoor@theartssociety.org  We will 
email you a confirmation of  your booking.

Alternatively, please fill in the form below, and return it with 
a S.A.E for confirmation. (We will confirm your booking 
by email if  you have included an email address). Please 
include your cheque made out to ‘The Arts Society Exmoor’ 
and post to: Peter Maggs, 3 The Clocktower, Brushford, 
Dulverton, Somerset TA22 9AF. 

SPECIAL INTEREST DAY 
WEDNESDAY 5 MAY 2021

BOOKING FORM (for postal bookings): Special Interest Day: Wednesday 5th May 2021

  Name

Number of  persons

Email address

Tel     I enclose a cheque for £

Please pay online (details noted above) - £20.00 per person. Alternatively, pay by cheque made out to:  
‘The Arts Society Exmoor’ and send to: Peter Maggs, 3 The Clocktower, Brushford, Dulverton, Somerset TA22 9AF

✂

THE SCOTTISH COUNTRY HOUSE  
presented by Caroline Knight FSA

For any queries please contact David Hannah on 01398 371204 or email: exmoor@theartssociety.org
In due course, the online Zoom link will be sent by Penny Pulver to everyone who has booked.


